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This fall our parish Stewardship program enters its fourth year.  Hopefully, we are begin-
ning to understand stewardship “as a way of life,” not a fundraising gimmick.  There are 
four pillars to stewardship: hospitality, prayer, formation and service.  This year we want to 
concentrate on formation . However, we certainly need to maintain our focus on hospitality 
as we welcome our brothers and sisters who are in search of a new parish community 
following the closure of their former parishes. It is very important for our parish to be 
viewed as a welcoming place; parishioners should feel a sense of community.  And we can 
never forget that prayer is what nourishes the soul of our parish. 
. 
Formation  is about the move to selflessness and involves a lifelong journey of conversion.  
Here lies the heart of the steward’s personal response as a disciple – to share what one 
has received and to share with a generous, grateful and loving heart.  Life-long formation is 
a formidable task, involving education of the minds and conversion of the heart for all ages.  
Ongoing education for children and adults is important if we are to grow in our lives as 
stewards. 
 
Adopting “stewardship as a way of life” changes people and changes the life of a parish as 

a whole. Through stewardship we thank God for all of God’s blessings by 
returning a portion of our time, talent and resources.  I ask you as your pastor 
to follow me on our parish’s “stewardship as a way of life” journey.  Through 
spirit-filled sharing you will experience God’s presence and generosity in your 
life and in the lives of your family.  I am espe-
cially grateful for all of the good stewards 
already in our parish, and I look forward to your 
assisting me in awakening interest in this 
powerful way of life.  We will build on the gifts of 
the past and prepare well for the future. 
 

Some humor to survive by:  Don’t wait for six strong men to 
take you to church. 
 

Fr. Jim Caddy 
Pastor 
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Most people know when we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  But what about the patron of our parish, St. 
Francis of Assisi? 
 
 St Francis of Assisi lived from 1181(82)-1228 in Central Italy.  He experienced a conversion and God 
called him to “build his church.”  Francis did just that – with bricks and mortar!  Others caught on to 
Francis’ enthusiasm, even a girl named Clare Sciffi, who later became St. Clare!  Francis is the patron 
saint of Ecology (he was a pioneer of the “going green” movement!), a lover of animals and all 
creation, and a peacemaker – since he was a hostage during a military attack on Perugia.  Francis 

reminds us that we are called to help bring about justice and peace, 
end war, violence, poverty, and to protect the earth. 
 
 The church lists saints’ days by their importance.  The “big days and 
names” are celebrated as “Solemnities,” such as Christmas and 
Easter – as days of the 
Lord.  Then there are 
“Feasts.”  Days we 
remember the Apostles, 
Joseph, or some Marian 

days are Feasts.  Then, we have “Memorials” – days of 
general interest on the liturgical calendar – when we recall 
saints such as Francis of Assisi, Clare, and The Little 
Flower. 
 
 Finally, there are optional memorials.  These are days 
that have more limited or local interest.  Interestingly, St. 
Patrick is one of these days!  Other optional memorials 
include Louis of France, Archilleus, Cajetin, and Maria 
Goretti. 
 
 We do not usually celebrate Feasts, Memorials, and 
Optional Memorials, since Sunday is the “Day of the 
Lord.”  However, the patron of a parish (or a diocese) can 
take the status of a Solemnity within a parish church, and 
it is permitted to transfer the celebration, when it falls on a 
Sunday, so as to allow as many parishioners as possible 
to celebrate and attend. 
 
 Since St. Francis of Assisi’s day falls on a Sunday this 
year, we will celebrate 
St. Francis at all our 
weekend Masses on 
October 3-4, 2009.  
Come and celebrate 
our parish’s 66-year 
heritage of faith under 
the patronage of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 

 

12th - PSR Orientation  
 PSR parents and students: Join us at 
 4:30 Mass then enjoy a light supper 
 afterwards while you and your child 
 meet the teacher. 
20th - Welcoming Breakfast 11AM 
 New parishioners may find out more 
 about our parish and register. 
 

October   

3rd and 4th - Ministry Fair  
After all the Masses this weekend 
you are invited to join us for Pizza 
(evening Masses) or Pancakes 
(morning Masses) to learn more 
about all the ways to become 
involved here at St. Francis. Please 
bring a can of food.  

7th - Grief Support Group 7PM 
If you have experienced a loss and 
feel you need help with coping 
please join us for our 4 week group 

13th - Tuesday Club  11:30AM 
 Come join fellow parishioners 65+ for 
 fun and lunch      
18th - Welcoming Breakfast 11AM 
 New parishioners may find out more 
 about our parish and register. 
25th -  Afternoon of Prayer/
 Anointing of the Sick 2 PM 
 Celebration of prayer and Anointing 
 of those in need of God's healing. 



Recently, someone asked me how long my husband and I have been married.  I answered “forever”.  Of 
course, I was joking – but I recently had the pleasure of talking to two St. Francis couples who have been 
married a very long time. 
 
 Fred and Merici Kramer, who have been parishioners since 1969, celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary on July 11, 2009.  Their 50 years of marriage has produced five children and eleven “and ¾” grand-
children.  The Kramer’s recently attended the celebration held at St. John’s Cathedral for couples married 
50+ years.  They said the mass was a beautiful experience, and the church was full of families joining in 

the celebration.  The Kramer’s were happy to see friends of theirs also celebrating 
their own anniversaries. 
 
When I asked them what the key was to staying happily married for so long, Mrs. 
Kramer said that she and her husband are best friends, and after so many years 
together, he can actually finish her sentences – he knows her so well.  She also 
told me that for the last forty years, her husband has sent her flowers on each of 
her children’s birthdays.  Mr. Kramer said his secret to a happy marriage is simply 
communication – both verbal and non-verbal; there must be time for each other, but 
it’s important to have your own interests.  They both enjoy golf and traveling.  When 
I inquired about their travels, Mrs. Kramer was proud of the fact that one of their 

many trips included a cross country drive to the west coast by car with all five children!   Mr. and Mrs. 
Kramer are an example of what a gift marriage truly is.   
 
 The other couple is Ken and Vera Ranallo, who have been parishioners since 1961. They will be celebrat-

ing their 60th wedding anniversary on October 29, 2009.  
They are proud of their four children, seven grandchil-
dren, and one great-grandchild.   When I spoke to them, I 
asked them what their secret is to being married for so 
long.  Mrs. Ranallo said their really isn’t any secret – it’s 
just important for all couples to have their own interests 
and keep busy.  She has always enjoyed crafts, cooking 
and baking, and stays very close to her children and 
grandchildren.  Mr. Ranallo, who enjoys gardening - 
retired several years ago, and has 
been very happy spending time 
with his family.  They both stated 
when they got married, it was a 
commitment they made to each 
other and to their church, and they 
have never wavered or ques-
tioned that commitment.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Ranallo’s marriage is another 
example of how the sanctity of 
marriage should be cherished. 
 
 It was a great experience for me to talk to these two 
couples.  They personally gave me great insight into what 
a good marriage is all about.  It takes a lot of time  to 
keep a marriage strong, but the result is truly a treasure .   
Congratulations to both couples on reaching such  
wonderful milestones! 

David Judson and Jennifer  
Mastrangelo  

Joined together on July 18, 2009 
 

James DeMarsh and Lauren Alexander 
Joined together on July 18, 2009 

 

Mark Jackson and Christine Jackson 
Joined together on July 25, 2009 

 

James Murre and Carolyn Klocker 
Joined together on August 7th 

 

Tim Monroe and Kristen Metcalf 
Joined together on August 8th 

 

Matt Delguyd and Nicole Glazer 
Joined together on August 14th 

 

Chris Mensinga and Jackie  
Andrejczyk 

Joined together on August 22nd 
 

Michael Mooney and Katie Skolaris 
Joined together on August 29th 
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Recent Marriages  
in our Parish 
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Vera and Ken Ranallo 

Merici and Fred Kramer 



These are some comments from a couple of people who have partici-
pated in grief support groups here in the past. 
 

 As part of our clustering partnership, St. Francis and St. Anselm are 
co-hosting a four week grief support group.  The sessions will be on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-9:00pm October 7, 14, 21, & 28 at 
St. Francis.  Anyone who has lost a loved one is invited to participate.  
The sessions will be facilitated by Maureen Dowd and focus on coping 
skills in grieving, sharing memories, prayer and moving forward with 
hope. 
 

We also invite you to pray with us on All Souls Day, November 2nd, 
for our annual Mass of Remembrance at 7:00 pm in the church. 
 

 In addition, Maureen Dowd and Jean Fitzgerald will be presenting a 
“Hope for the Holidays” program on November 8  at St. Anselm to 
help people prepare to celebrate the holidays without their loved ones. 
You do not need to be a parishioner to attend, so feel free to bring 
other family members with you.  If you are interested in either of these 
programs, please call: Maureen Dowd (440) 461-1494.   
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If you have not attended Mass in a while 

you may want to check out the  
following site: 

 

www.catholicscomehome.org 
 
· In 2005, Catholics accounted for nearly 23% 
(64.8 million) of the U.S. population, yet accord-
ing to the CARA Catholic Poll (CCP), only 33% 
of U.S. Catholics attend Mass on a weekly basis. 
That means that approximately 42.7 million U.S. 
Catholics are not even regular worshipers! 
Worldwide, nearly 800,000 Catholics do not 
practice their faith. 

 
· As many as 100,000 baptized Catholics in the 
U.S. drift away from Church each year.* 
 

*Claveau, Victor The 7% Solution, A Guide to Evangelization at 
the Parish, Community or Diocesan Level 

From Death to New Life 
July/August 2009 

 

����������
�����������������
���
��"�����#	��� �

Gerard Luskin 
Frances Marie Trivisonno 

Crocina Bonadonna 
Rudolph DiNardo 
Stephen Kandrac 

Mario Buffa 
Patrick Monroe 

Carmen Delnostro 
Sam Cortese 

James O'Donnell 
Walter Wallace 
Irene Tromba 
Grace Porrello 

Sam Angie 
Edna Semirale 
Gilda Dindia 
John Hruska 

 “The grief support group has been very helpful for me.  I have met some beautiful people.  
Thank you for being in my life and helping me through this difficult time in my life.  I can’t 
tell you how much this group has meant to me!” 
Heather K. 

 “Thank you so very much for leading us in the grief support group.  
It is nice to know someone is here to support us in the loss of a 
loved one.  The journey is not easy.”  Kay K. 
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Ministry Fair/Pancake Breakfast help 
needed on October 3rd/4th: 

 

Here is your chance to use your 
talents to help others learn more 
about all St. Francis has to offer. 

Call the parish office at 
461-0066   
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Since the inception of our wonderful St. Francis of Assisi Parish, members have freely given their 
Time, Talent, and Treasure to build and maintain our Church.  Stewardship then, is not a new 
concept but an opportunity to more fully develop our Catholic faith as Disciples of Christ.  Many 
parishioners may be surprised to learn that they have been practicing stewardship 
for years, in many different ways.  Sharing your Time, Talent and Treasure with 
your family members and friends is stewardship.  Mass attendance, volunteering at 
our school, making a retreat, or giving a contribution, are all stewardship.  Our 
recent, very successful, Parish Festival, with its many volunteers, is a terrific 
example of stewardship.  The Stewardship Program at St. Francis is a way of 
formalizing what has been going on with the intent of expanding these activities 
and involving more parishioners.   
 
The four pillars of the Stewardship Program that St. Francis of Assisi Parish is 
implementing are: Hospitality, Prayer, Formation and Service.  We are at the 
beginning of the fourth year of our Stewardship Program and have already ex-
plored the pillars of Hospitality and Prayer. (For those of you who missed this or want more informa-
tion, our Stewardship Committee can provide some helpful literature).  This fall our Stewardship 
Renewal will focus on Formation , (think Faith Formation).  Formation can be defined as growing a 
prayer life and developing a more intimate relationship with Christ.  Our ongoing Catholic education 
helps us grow through Mass attendance, adult education, Lenten missions, retreats, and prayer 
which aid our personal faith formation and build on the work God began at our Baptism.   
 
Formation is a lifelong process which involves not just education and knowledge but a genuine 
conversion of the heart.  We must move from selfishness to selflessness by answering God’s call to 
give of ourselves.  As our formation deepens and we become more fully aware of God’s love for us, 
stewardship naturally becomes a way of life, out of gratitude.  We are stewards of the gifts we have 
received from God and these gifts are not to be hidden, but shared.  Individual formation is obviously 
important to our becoming good stewards but the formation of each parish member is also vital to 
the formation of a parish community that is a Stewardship Parish. 

 

I have always wondered ... 
 
This is a new addition to “The 
Canticle”.  Is there something or 
someone at St. Francis  that you 
always wanted to know about, but 
never knew who to ask?  This is 
your chance! Submit your ques-
tions, and we will try to answer 
them in a future issue.  You can send your ques-
tions to Lori Gallo c/o The Parish Office via mail,  
e-mail (info@stfrancisgm.org), or drop a note in the 
weekly basket. We will do our best to get answers 
to any nagging questions or curious tidbits that 
you’ve always wondered about. 
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Come, one and all! Come to the Fair! Yes, a Fair! The celebration, which will be held the weekend of 
October 3rd and 4th, is a special one; it is the Solemnity of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi. This year we will 
celebrate in a special way, and we hope you will join us! 
 
At all of the Masses on this weekend, the music and readings will reflect the life and character of St. Francis. 
We will join together as a parish community to celebrate the Eucharist. After each of the Masses, there will be a 
special meal – free for all – and an opportunity to follow St. Francis’ example of stewardship. We will be 

treated to either a free pancake breakfast (by the Holy 
Name Society after the 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., or Noon 
Mass) or a pizza dinner (after the Saturday 4:30 p.m. or 
the Sunday 6:00p.m. Mass). Before, during, or after the 
meal, you will have the opportunity to find our more about 
sharing your time and talent as St. Francis did. 
 
We want to encourage each and every member of our 
parish to be active in our community. Just as God created 
each of us in His own image, He made us each unique. 
We need to find the best way to offer Him our thanks and 
praise. There will be representatives from many of the 
organizations within our parish to offer us the opportunity 

to choose the best way for us, as individuals, to find our own unique way to serve God and each other. We 
encourage you to become (or continue to be) an active member of our parish family. We hope you embrace 

stewardship as a “way of 
life” rather than a program. 
 
We are requesting that each 
person/family return a card 
indicating how you wish to 
join us in promoting steward-
ship in your everyday life. 
This “Ministry Fair” will offer 
us the chance to meet 
representatives from the 
various parish groups.  How 

many times have you heard (or read about) a parish group and wondered “What do they do?” Here is your 
chance to find out, and enjoy a delicious meal with your family and friends at the same time! You can consider 
joining a group within the parish or renew your commitment to a group in which you are already involved.  
Spend some time in prayer to help discern your call to serve, then return your commitment card the following 
weekend, October 10th and 11th. 
 
And, as if that’s not enough, we will also celebrate the “Blessing of the Animals” on 
Sunday, October 4th at 2:00 p.m. Bring your pet (in a cage 
or on a leash). Fr. Caddy will bless all our feathered, furry, 
and/or cold-blooded friends.  
 
Please mark your calendar for your favorite Mass the 
weekend of October 3rd and 4th! We look forward to 
seeing you there! (If you are interested in helping out with 
this event, please call  Maureen Dowd at 461-1494) 
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AFTERNOON OF PRAYER AND  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

  
On Sunday, October 25th at 2:00p.m ., we will have a celebration of prayer and 
Anointing of the Sick for anyone in need of God's healing.  We encourage  family 
members, friends and parishioners to join us in praying for those who are suffering 
in any way -- mind, body or spirit.  We will have a reception following the celebra-
tion.  This day is being hosted by the Wellness Ministries in our area and open to 
anyone who would like to come and pray.  Please plan to join us.  If you need 
transportation, please call Maureen Dowd at 461-1494 
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This year, Catechetical Sunday, September 20, 2009,  will focus on the theme:  “Catechesis and the 
Proclamation of the Word.”   Those who have been designated by the church community to serve as 
catechists will be recognized for their ministry in our parish through their work with Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults, Adult Faith Formation, LifeTeen, St. Francis School and Parish School of Religion, Sacramental 
Teams and other forms of catechesis.  This is a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon the role that each 
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical 
Sunday is an opportunity for all parishioners to re dedicate themselves to this mission as a commu-
nity of faith.   
  
For the second year in a row, Pope Benedict XVI has  chosen a catechetical theme which focuses on 
the Word of God.   He has asked that all catechetical endeavors include concentrated efforts to help people 
use, read, pray, share and proclaim the Word of God.  We 
are trying to do that in our school and parish school of 
religion by providing the children with new Catholic youth 
bibles.  The Holy Name Society has generously given us 
start-up money in the amount of $1500.00 to purchase 

h a r d c o v e r 
b i b l e s  f o r 
classroom use.  
A n o t h e r 
$1500.00 is 
n e e d e d  t o 
p u r c h a s e 
enough bibles 
for grades 5, 6 
and 7.  The 
PSR families 
have donated 
almost $500.00 and some school families have contributed 
about $200.00 to date.  Manuals and activity books to accom-
pany the bibles have been purchased for teacher use.  The 
fourth graders have been using children’s bibles for a number of 
years.  The eighth graders are given a Catholic Teen Bible as a 
gift at the beginning of their Confirmation preparation each year.   
  
If you would like to help us put good quality, yout h-friendly 
Catholic bibles in every classroom, please consider  pur-
chasing one bible at the cost of $20.00 or making a  dona-
tion in any amount.  For every twenty dollars donated, a name 
plate will be put at the front of the bible to recognize you as the 
donor.  Together we can make this a parish effort to put t he 
Word of God into the hands of our most impressionab le 
members, the teens and youth of our parish.  Thank you for 
any help you can give!  Checks may be made to St. Francis of 
Assisi Church and sent to the parish office in care of Sister 
Julianne. 

 
 

Joshua Laszlo Nagy 
Son of Laszlo and Jennifer  

 

Gianna Marie Nero 
Daughter of Richard and Ginger 

 

Eva Marie Horsman 
Daughter of Thomas and Kari 

 

Daniel John Culliton 
Son of Daniel and Nicole 

 

Aiden William Cameron 
Son of Brendon and Jessica 

 

Brayden Antonio Phillip 
Son of Daniel and Rachelle 

 

Evelyn Grace Okuley 
Daughter of Dennis and Michelle 

 

Gavin Ronald Heikkila 
Son of Timothy and Jennifer 

 

Marisa Coletta Annina DiFranco 
Daughter of Sitvo and Nada 

 

Salvatore Joseph Vitale 
Son of Matthew and Victoria 

 

Francesca Emelia Sargi 
Daughter of Gregg and Kelly 

 

Sophia Nicole Publicover 
Daughter of Dan and Adrienne  

 

McKenna Rose Banville 
Daughter of Brian and Linda 

Recent Baptisms 

*COMING SOON* 
 

You asked - we listened. Electronic giving will be available soon! 

A few of our precious fifth grade students sharing the 
Word of God. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Staff 
Rev. James L. Caddy, Pastor 
Rev. Gary J. Malin, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Leo McNulty, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. William T. Elwood, Deacon 
Ms. Maureen Dowd, Pastoral Associate 
Sr. Julianne McCauley, O.S.U., DRE�

Mrs. Adrienne Publicover, School Principal 
Ms. Amy Razayeski, Youth Minister 
Mr. Kevin Audin, Business Manager 
Mrs. Meg Zetzer, Pastoral Council Chairperson�
 

Phone Numbers 
Parish Office: (440) 461-0066 
School: (440) 442-7450 
Religious Education Office: (440) 449-7880 
Pastoral Associate: (440) 461-1494 

 
 

Parish Email Address 
www.stfrancisgm.org 

 
Website: 
www.stfrancisgm.org�

�
Mass Schedule 
Monday-Friday: 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 8:15 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 
12:00 noon, and 6:00 p.m.�
 
Holy Days: 
Vigil: 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.�

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

6850 Mayfield Rd. 

Gates Mills, OH 44040 

Address Service Requested 
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Published gratis by: 
Dee Printing Inc 
Columbus, OH 43228 
1-800-292-9020 


