he Stewardship theme for our fourth year is “foiiordt— coming to a fuller understand-
ing of what stewardship entails. This article vidtus on what it means to be a commu-
nity that promotes justice.

Justice goes hand in hand with the spiritualityCattholic stewardship. Our
e Christian understanding of justice is quite diffgir&éom the norms or values
of our secular culture. We are called to be couotétural, seeking to pro-
mote the dignity of others so that equality mayes&blished. Having been
made in the image and likeness of God, we areexdat unity and solidar-
ity. Good stewards recognize that this means wecalled to care for one
another just as we care for ourselves - there i®am for selfishness or individualism.

>
v

Jesus is our Master in all things, but his wordd deeds of justice throughout Scripture espe-
cially instruct us in ways of living a life of standship. Both the Old and the New Testaments
call our attention to the responsibility we eaclvéh&or others in society, especially the less
fortunate, and the prominence this plays in a sté\wdife.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches usetheh individual has the responsibility to
use their gifts and talents to ensure conditiorad gromote justice so that all may live in a
community of love with dignity and in peace. Catbaocial justice teaching envisions a world
in which every man, woman and child can survivey#) and contribute back to our communi-
ties, thereby enhancing life for all who share span this planet. Through study, advocacy,
and networking we, as stewards must strive to ingthe human situation, especially for the
marginalized and those living in poverty.

Jesus calls us to utilize our gifts and talents amd@hare the M
bountiful resources we have received from God t® ¢ar one

another, especially those who are most vulnerdiliaintain
justice and do what is right, for my salvation ibse at
hand...” (saiah56:1)

Some humor to survive by’he Lord loveth a cheerful giver, bu
He also accepts from a grouch.

Fr. Jim Caddy
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n the March/April 2010 St. Francis of AssBanticle | the Kingdom.” Only after everyone has received

wrote about some of the proposed changes that wibmmunion is it appropriate to sit (or kneel) and take time

impact how we pray at Mass. for our personal prayer, reflection, or devotion. The iggid
principle is this:

One example is the revisdRloman Missalkuggests when «

the Presider says, “The Lord be with you,” the people wi

respond, “And with your spirit” rather than what we hav

When we come to Mass, we come to pray the Mass!” We
ray, participate, celebrate, and pray the Madth the

ommunity as a member of the community. Because of|the

been saying, "And also with you.” The best guess is themmunal nature of our worship, it is not appropriate to
revised Roman Missal pray “my personal

will be published and \When we come to Mass, we come to pray the Massprayers and
implemented sometimg devotions” during

in 2011. Further ;
the Mass. We should the Mass. The M
information will be available from the U.S. Bishops © Viass & Snoulc pray e Vass € v'ass Is)our

. . g rayer. Bishop Anthony M. Pilla said at our shaktedten
Committee on the Liturgy and from Rome in the near futurg, Y P y

. . . . arish Mission(2010) with St. Anselm, “The meaning of
Pr_lests will be attent;img Workshops_ on the reviB&inan o \word ‘communion’ is first and foremostour
Missalto prepare for its implementation.

communion with each otherThat is ‘what we do’ at Mass.

. . . ) We are community. We are there to pray and worshi
Until that time, perhaps it is best to review Wha{ogether " y pray nip

already has taken place in the past few years.

Yes, we are anticipating the revis®bman peraps we can all look at ourselves and how we are doing
Missal — the “big red book” the priest uses at our “prayer and reverence” at Mass
Mass. However, we have already been using '

the revisedGeneral Instruction on the Roman- Am | welcoming and hospitable?
Missal (G'RM) which gives some gUideIineS for what we da Do | get to church on time? Do | Stay until Mass
at Mass. Some of the directives in the GIRM have alreagyer?
been implemented. How are we doing with what has
already been suggested?

S

Do | chew gum or eat in church(happropriate, unless
medicinal)

The revised GIRM tells us some very interesting things of D© ! wear a hatwhen I should not?

what we do at Mass! It tells us when to stand and tolisit. ©  Am | aware that “coming to church” is “a ministry’?
tells us to actively pray with the assembly (and when it ighe “Ministry of the Assembly!”)

appropriate for a time of personal prayer and - Can | serve the community in a liturgical ministry?
devotion). It suggests we actively respond 3 @REN (Lector, Greeter, Usher, Eucharistic Minster, Server, Chair
sing. It tells us to listen (not read along). - Am | attentive, actively listening and prayinghe
describes certain postures, gestures, and 4 Liturgy of the Word and Eucharistic Prayer?

movements! Do | fully participate and “pray the Mass” by responding,

N ) singing, etc.?
Some communities have found it helpful for the assembly to
assume the "Orans position” when it prays together, fdhe General Instructionsays it well, “(The assembly
example, at the Lord’s Prayer. We can pray with our handgoyid endeavor to make (their role) clear by their deep

uplifted and open — in surrender to God. In addition, Weanse of reverence for God and their charity toward all who
stand (and remain standing) from praying the Our Fathghare with them in the celebration.”

until after everyone has received communion. We bow

when we receive communion.  (No other gesture es we gather for a wonderful gift: to share together in

suggested.) We participate by singing the Communiqfyorg and in Sacrament. We are the ones God has called to
Hymn — we “commune” with one another. We alsqe 5 “royal priesthood” — all of us — by virtue of our
‘Journey together” (in procession) from our places ihaptism. Together, this is an awesome task. We are dalled

church, to receive the Holy Eucharist, and then we joumngy pe the living, breathing, Body of Christ. That wiver
back to our places. “We are a pilgrim people, on our way E‘hange!




The connection between Stewardsk:
and love is made very plain in Jest
guery and direction to Peter when Je
said: “Do you love me? ...Then feed n
sheep.” John 21:15-17.

In an article published in the Marc
April 2010 edition of the Canticle
entited STEWARDSHIP: THE WAY T
A RELEVANT AND MEANINGFU

relationship by sh

Perhaps the greatest aspect of
Stewardship is that it is a loving
relationship that is within our control
and we can initiate and activate the

and treasure with others.

called phileo love, or it can be

unconditional love, as is God’'s love

for each of us, called agape love.
Love is a relationship between each
of us and other people and it is a
relationship between each of us and
aring our time, talentGod. It is a state of being.

We might then ask: What are the
characteristics or qualities of love?

LIFE, we discussed how sharing your
time, talent and treasure with others will resuit a
relevant and meaningful life.

This article will examine why sharing your time|etat

and treasureonstitutes the concrete practice of love an

what that means to you and others. The sourceisf t
subject is the Bible. Recall that the New Testantexs
many examples of Stewardship: Jesus gave his dife
save us (John 3:16); the Good Samaritan sharetthtes
talent and treasure to help a crime victim (Luke250
37); and Jesus instructs us to feed, clothe antteshe
those in need (Matthew 25:35-40).

The relationship between Stewardship and love techo
by Pope Benedict who wrote: “Worship itself, Eudbide
communion, includes the reality of both being lowe
loving others in turn. A Eucharist which does nais®
over into the concrete practice of love is introadly
fragmented.” [Benedictzod is Lovepage 19 (2006)].

The preeminence of love is clear in Jesus’ teacthag

the two greatest commandments are “Love the Lord’ Gokind,

Many artistic works focus on the
sensuousquality of love, that is, the physical attraction
and emotional relationship. The physical attractimes
not occur as a result of directed behavior. Raihés,the

’?:ain’s response to a “fabulous face” or a “cersairile;”

e sound of a voice; the touch of a hand; a fragga
and/or taste. It is a physiological sensorial resgo
Qausing our endorphins, especially dopamine, to be
activated resulting in a natural euphoria. If thype of
love does notranscend into phileo and/or agape love it
is ephemeral and will n@ndure.

The more comprehensive and more substantive
explanation of love is in the Bible. The Song oh§® in
the Old Testament, in its literal sense, is a ngitof
sensuous and erotic love. The writings of St. Paul,
particular, his First Letter to the Corinthianswel as his
writings to the Colossians, tell us first and foosmnthat
love is the essence of life. St. Paul then givesthes
qualities or characteristics of love. He tells battlove is
selfless, spiritual, truthful, faithful, loyal, patient,
forgiving, charitable, hopeful, committed,

and “Love your neighbor.” Mark 12:29-31. The sameledicated, caring, respectful, communal, enduring,

messages are found in the Old Testament in Deuwderpn
6:4-5 and in Leviticus 19:18. Jesus also commarnidat
we “love one another.” (John 15:12, 17).

We learn from the Bible and St. John in particuthgt
“God is Love,” (I John 4:16) and we can infer tliais
also true, that Love is God. Also, we learn frora tew
Testament that Jesus is the personification of Gudi
therefore, also the personification of love.

But then we ask: What is love®e know from our own
experiences that love is multifaceted
multidimensional encompassing the love between
parent and child, a husband and wife, betweenngbli

between friends and neighbors, and between God &
each of us. Love can be an erotic love that is imp

physical and emotional, and/or it can be a moréngar
and substantive love that is conditioned on recipyp

unconditional, transcendent, humble and benevolent.
He makes the powerful observation tltabve never

fails.” In Colossians he states thaoVe is the bond of
perfection”. (Colossians 3:14)We learn from the Old
Testament thatinderstanding is also a quality of love.
(I Kings 4:9-12). St. John tells us that lovejagous.

(John 16:20-24. We can infer from other scripturat t
additional qualities of love includeconcern, candor,

compassion, grace, attraction, affection,
communication, generosity, good-will and sharing.

andI'he foregoing qualities define love. If we want to

determine the extent of a loving relationship, wan c
siH1pIy scrutinize the relationship for the qualtiksted
SWove. If you find the presence of all the quaditie
identified above in your relationships you haveiaebd

(Continued on page 4)



(Continued from page 3)

agape love. For many of us, if we can find mangatoeast
some of the qualities present, then we have a do\
relationship.

Stewardship, that is, the sharing of time, talemnt sieasure,
has many of the same qualities of love. For example
Steward isselfless, kind, charitable, caring, benevolent,
compassionate, communal, generous and concernei
Perhaps the greatest aspect of Stewardship isittihgta

loving relationship that is within our control anegke can

initiate and activate the relationship by sharing tme,

talent and treasure with others. We do not havwsaib for

an invitation or acceptance to do so, and we ddawve to
rely on a spontaneous physical attraction to aehiav
feeling of well-being.

Significantly, a loving relationship causes usdelfgood. It
is not by happenstance. God created us that waymake-
up causes us to seek a high state of well-being.cdre
achieve it by sharing as a Steward, whether itsde form
of prayer, or spending time with your spouse, chifg
parents, siblings or other loved ones doing thitogether,
or caring for a sick person, or tutoring childrenhelping a
neighbor, or embracing someone. The Prayer dfrancis
articulates a keen understanding of this in statitigs in
giving that we receive.”

The message then is tlevelop loving relationships; creat
a conscious and deliberate relationship with thieit spf
God; do everything in concert with Jesus and findigh
state of well-being; share your time, talent ae@sure with
others. Remember and abide by the words of P
Benedict: “Anyone who needs me, and whom | can,liglf
my neighbor."[Benedict,God is Lovepage 20 (2006)].

) -

UPCOMING EVENTS

May

1 - First Communion

8-Fr. Michael Wittman Ozanam Center 9:30-1 PM
Call the Parish Office if you would like to help
distribute clothing and food at the center.

16 - Welcoming Breakfast 11 AM
in the Activity Room for those
who would like to register as parishioners
Concert Singers Company 3 PM  at St. Anselm

30 - Blood Drive 8:30 AM - 1 PM

June

5-Fr. Michael Wittman Ozanam Center 9:30-1 PM
see May description

10-13 FESTIVAL TIME!
see page 7 for more information
20- Welcoming Breakfast 11 AM

in the Activity Room for those
who would like to register as parishioners

~ A ~ A

~ Happy Summer ‘“
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Recent Baptisms

Why are we concerned about
evangelization in the
Catholic Church today?

Jacqueline Sophia Antonelli
Daughter of Kevin and Pat

Christopher Travis Morgan

Son of Robert and Chantal Forty percent, over 80 million people, in the

United States have no church affiliation. Included
in this number are 17 million inactive or alienated
Catholics. In fact, the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ survey found that one third to
one half of registered parishioners are inactive,
that is, persons who were baptized Catholic but
are not presently active participants in the
Catholic Church. In a national survey, fifty-two
percent of the inactives questioned said they
would welcome an invitation to join the church.
Thus, Christ's command, "go into all the world
and proclaim the gospel to all creation," is more
important today than ever.

Taylor June Jacobs
Daughter of Robert and Diana

Rebecca Anne Dudash
Daughter of Timothy and Jennifer

Colten Knight Nook
Son of Jonathan and Tori

Gabriella Rose Davis
Daughter of Gregory and Camille

Olivia Marie Arena
Daughter of Todd and Nicole

Aiden Giovanni Sanelli
Son of Vince and Kelly

Nicholas Leonard Carr
Son of Bryan and Gina

George Dominic Persiano
Son of George and Almaz

/ From Death to New Life \

Riley Justice Ranallo _ _ _
Daughter of Anthony and Sheri Domingo Garcia Domenic Gambatese
Abigail Elizabeth Mehling & Richie Eleanor Nagy
Daughter of Richard and Melissa Beatrice Weigel Florence Angelo
Joseph Gino Puletti Hugh Schmitz Fred BU(..‘.CI
Son of Thomas and Julie Stanley Mayberry Jonathan Wickhan
Margaret Lee Blubaugh Donald Mitchell Grace Lazio
Daughter of Robert and Megan Kay Lanese Marcella Goldbach
Raffaele Matticoli Stephanie Kozel
Jack Donald Cruickshank Betty Lou Yelochen Rita Pekol
Son of Christopher and Tania Mary Schneider Lucia Haffey

Diego Joseph Turchetta
Son of Anthony and Anna
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As we continue to build on our cluster goals, a new, exciting and multifaceted ministry is emerging in our St.
Francis and St. Anselm Cluster: Mature Adult Ministry .  Mature adults include Boomers (50s and 60s),
Builders (70s) and Elders (80+s) . Our demographics have shown that we have parishes that have a
considerable number of “mature adults”. As members of the Body of Christ (Church) we seek to grow in faith and
spirituality. An expert in maturing adult ministry, Richard P. Johnson says, “Parish ministry for maturing adults is
based on the idea that God is calling each maturing adult in the parish to a profound vocation.” Elders may be less
able to be active in parish activities, but we need their wisdom and their prayers. Boomers and Builders are
different, but both need to be good stewards of their time, talents, spirituality and health.

¢

What are your needs at these stages of your life? How can we as a Church help foster ways to deepen your
relationship with Jesus Christ and grow in spirituality as you mature? If you are interested in exploring this with us,
please contact Maureen Dowd at 461-1494 about our next gathering.
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On Friday, March 2B our eighth grade students celebrated their ConfiomaUpon completion of the Confirmatian
process, each of the students was asked to makedgepof future commitment. Here are some quates tthe
students describing what they plan to do to getenmorolved in our church:

“Get more involved in service activities, becausedlly like to help people”

“Work the festival — why not have fun and help pdemt the same time?”

“I will push myself to go to Mass every week, ewghen I'm sick and tired”
“Read the bible at home — not just at school whém ltold to”

Overall, the students also pledged to continuanditg Mass, many hoping to eventually become Lecamd Eucha
ristic Ministers. The vast majority of studentsabtated they plan on joining LifeTeen to streagttheir relationshif
with Jesus.

Congratulations to all the students for the manytin® of hard work, time
and commitment they put forward to achieve thisestibne. Thank you to th
parents, sponsors and catechists that helped teetheye. We are plannin
on following up next year to see how these studargsdoing once they n
longer attend St. Francis School or PSR. We veiéikall of you posted o
their progress.

111 1 [ 1]
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n April 3“ we welcomed nine new

members to our Church as we celebrated
the Easter Vigil. Jared Bulson and
Melissa Knieriemen were baptized,
confirmed and received Euchari
Gabriel Allen, Jennifer Brobst, Dan
Brown, Victoria Holzhauer, She
Skully, Allison and Chris Vereb made
Solemn Profession of Faith, wd
confirmed in the Holy Spirit, and shar
with us at the Eucharistic table.

S 0@ o

“The whole Easter Vigil was unbelievable! When |
received the “Real Presence” of Jesus in the Eucharist
for the first time, | felt like how could anyone not want
to be part of this Church.”

“The Easter Vigil was an extremely powerful and even emotional
experience. It was great seeing so many people from the community
taking part in such a special moment for those us completing the
RCIA process. | truly feel blessed to be welcomed into the
Church and the community as a fully initiated Catholic!” R

Melissa Knieriemen CIA reall

Daniel Brown
Y made the conversion

se of community and
" enabled me 1o feel a sen and
V\F/zeclzclg\ming into the church and was a wonderful experie

that | will never forget. “I felt such a strong sense of community and belonging that continues ——

L% to be so overwhelming.”
Allison Vereb

“The whole RCIA process was very enlightening, from the first session when | walked in, not completely sure if this was for
me, to the Easter Vigil when | just couldn't stop smiling because | was so happy to be a part of the Church. Seeing the
support from the community was very touching, people were writing cards to us, welcoming us in to their "family" having
never met us before, it means more than words can describe.”

Chris Vereb
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It's that time again. Yes, very soon the calenddr tell us that the St.

Francis Parish Family Festival is here. For mahis is an event that is
eagerly anticipated: the food, the fellowship, the! For a large number,
this event presents itself with its own set of “esfations”. Although many
would think that these expectations require a gileat of work, those who
perform the duties do not think of them as “workost see what they do
as service or as stewardship. It's true, the Faidtiings with it a great deal
of work and responsibility, but those who are iweal, those who are
significant to “getting it done”, do it becauseyenjoy what they do!

There are hundreds who work behind the scenes; fnommtenance
workers, meatball rollers, money counters, and musiakers to
advertisers, booth attendants, ticket sellers, pawking attendants and
everyone and anyone who gives of their time, talend treasure to make
our parish festival the huge success that it ig. yau one of the hundreds?
If so, we, our parish community, would like to tkayou in advance! We
really couldn’t do it without you! If you are notvhy not? Give it a try!
There is something for everyone! Like to bask & shinshine? Maybe you
would make a great parking attendant. How abouwt“gitting” - nothing
too strenuous for you. You could spend an houodinganning” a table in
the big tent. Like to chat with folks and can “ggbund’? Maybe you
would consider joining the Tent Tidying committekely are the ones who
“clean up” in the big food tent wiping tables, ettYou get to meet all
kinds of great people who you might never have tied opportunity to
meet otherwise,” says Jim Henighan, head of the Telying Committee.
He and his wife Laura are “newer” parishioners yodlyears here), but
they are both very involved with the festival. Thegt involved through the
stewardship campaign, and now they “live” at Starfeis on festival
weekend, but they truly enjoy it! They say thatyth@ok forward to it, and
that it goes really fast. There is always a needdtunteers; call the Parish
Office (461-0066) to volunteer a small (or large)aunt of your time - you
can do what you want to do!

As always, we will offer our famous fare: from ctalé to cannoli, fried
dough to frozen ice cream, from soda to wine, yoe sure to find
something to satisfy your appetite or thirst! Thevél also be many
activities to enjoy for young and old alike: theildten’s tent where
younger ones can win a prize, the casino, wherésacan “play games” to
win a prize, carnival rides for the daring, enteras galore (including
ShoutlandDisco Inferng, a walk down memory lane at the Alumni booth,
and even a Polka Mass!
Join us at the festival: work a little bit, playlitle bit,
eat & drink a little bit...

Thursday, June 10 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Friday, June 11 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight
Saturday, June 12 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight
Sunday, June 13 1:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Staff

Rev. James L. CaddRastor

Rev. Gary J. MalinAssociate Pastor

Rev. Mr. Leo McNultyDeacon

Rev. Mr. William T. ElwoodDeacon

Ms. Maureen DowdPastoral Associate

Sr. Julianne McCauley, O.S.\DRE

Mrs. Adrienne PublicoveSchool Principal

Ms. Amy Razayeskiyouth Minister

Mr. Kevin Audin,Business Manager

Mrs. Meg ZetzerPastoral Council Chairperson

Phone Numbers

Parish Office: (440) 461-0066

School: (440) 442-7450

Religious Education Office: (440) 449-7880
Pastoral Associate: (440) 461-1494

Parish Email Addres:

www.stfrancisgm.org

Website:

www.stfrancisgm.org

Mass Schedule

Monday-Friday: 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday: 8:15 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,

12:00 noon, and 6:00 p.m.

Holy Days:
Vigil: 7:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.




