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Most of us have heard about Ponce De Leonôs search for the fountain of youth in Florida 

when we studied early American history.  The legend of the fountain of everlasting youth is 

found in many cultures.  We have not a legend but the reality of our baptismal life.  It is like 

a wellspring within us, continuously bubbling to the surface, giving us the capability of 

transforming the disillusioned and tired world around us. 

 

We tend to think about our baptism as a one-time event that assured us 

of membership in the Catholic Church.  That is only a small part of 

baptismôs meaning.  The grace of this sacrament continually renews 

us, allowing us to be all that Christ wants us to be, all that marks us as 

belonging to the kingdom of God.  Baptism brings us into an ongoing 

relationship with the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Baptism 

incorporates us into the Church, associates us with the death and 

resurrection of Christ into new life, effects a forgiveness of sins, and 

turns us to the worship of God and the wider mission of the Church.  

But our relationship with God, just like any human relationship, must be nurtured if it is to 

grow. 

 

In baptizing, the Church reveals itself to the rest of the world primarily as a community, the 

Body of Christ.  The life of the community is directed to the glory of God which is achieved 

in and through the humanization of the world.  Practicing stewardship in our parish commu-

nity is one of the practical ways we are drawn into the mission of the Church by sharing our 

time, talent and treasure.    

 

We read in the Gospels how Jesus commands his disciples 

to go out and baptize; we who have been baptized receive a 

similar mission to go out and spread the Good News.  What 

we have received in baptism must be shared with our 

brothers and sisters. 

 

Some humor to survive by: The bishop recently hired a 

secretary who had previously worked for the Pentagon.  The 

first thing she did was to change the chancery filing system 

to ñSacredò and Top Sacred.ò 
 

 

Fr . Jim Caddy 
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Too early to prepare for Christmas?   

What about Advent ? 
Fr. Franz Dool  

By now all those Christmas carols are finding their way 

into our homes and car radios even though the 

Halloween costumes from the kids have not yet been 

put away or that turkey for Thanksgiving dinner has 

only been recently ordered.  And yet, our consumer 

society can hardly wait for Christmas. 
 

Even though Christmas is 

still well over a month 

away, the Liturgical 

Calendar tells us Advent 

begins on November 27th.  

This Advent, perhaps 

unlike others in recent 

years, promises to be one 

we will talk about for 

quite some time.  In case 

you forgot, though this 

seems unlikely as it is 

discussed about as often as the weather these days, the 

changes to the Roman Missal take effect at the start of 

Advent. 
 

But if the changes to the Roman Missal are not enough, 

once more the focus of the lectionary shifts, this time 

from Matthew to Mark.  This year we will see great 

emphasis placed upon the theological concern for 

Jesusô identity and role as Messiah, along with His 

coming to proclaim that the ñKingdom of God is at 

hand.ò And the Markan call to discipleship entails the 

same challenges that Jesus endured: can you be a 

follower despite hardship?  But it is precisely by 

continuing the Paschal journey through suffering and 

death that new life can be experienced.  Markôs Good 

News is that the Word continues to be made flesh in 

His disciples and is made known through our 

proclamation as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  In 

light of these considerations, it seems that THIS 

Advent is a very appropriate time (Kiros) to journey 

into retreat with the Church as we prepare for Christôs 

coming. 
 

In general, Advent has a two-fold character: a season to 

prepare for Christmas when Christôs first coming to us 

is remembered, and as a season when that 

remembrance directs our minds and hearts to await 

Christôs second coming at the end of time.  Advent, 

therefore, is a period of joyful expectation. 

 

As you hear and ponder Godôs Word through the 

proclamation of the Gospels this season, I invite you to 

reflect on two key images you will see with regularity: 

desert and apocalyptical imagery.  These two images 

provide the color for the Churchôs retreat experience 

this year.  Why desert and images of the end times?  

The end times might be somewhat self-evident in light 

of what I mentioned earlier.  But what good comes 

from the desert?  I would like to suggest that the desert 

is a place for encounter.  For St. John the Baptist and 

His followers, the desert was a place where one could 

encounter Godôs Spirit.  A journey was made to the 

desert for encounter, and then they returned and 

brought that Spirit to their communities.  For ourselves, 

we might see the desert as a place where we step away 

from all that is going on in our busy lives.  The desert 

is that quiet sanctuary where we are completely alone 

with Godôs presence.  Here, in the stillness, we are able 

to recall what God has done in our lives, what God may 

be inviting us to in the here and now, and finally, what 

God is going to do in our future. 
 

Advent is going to be here very soon.  And I suspect it 

will rush by in light of all that will be happening with 

the Roman Missal.  There will be so much that we will 

be adjusting to, hopefully in a way that will give us a 

new appreciation for the Churchôs liturgy.  The danger, 

however, is that we will miss all that Advent offers us.  

Let us not forget that this is a time for the Church to 

take a step back and ponder the mystery of Christmas 

that rapidly approaches.  So, even though we have 

liturgical change, let us be careful not to allow our 

liturgical renewal to overshadow or ignore what the 

Holy Spirit is trying to do in our lives through the 

season of Advent. 
 

So while we may not want to talk about Christmas just 

yet, in light of all that is about to transpire within the 

liturgical life of the Church, now seems like a very 

appropriate time to talk aboutéyes, even prepare foré

Advent.  May this Advent be one where we might enter 

into the Churchô preparation, hear and embrace Godôs 

Word and plunge into that mystery we celebrate in the 

birth of our Lord.  May God Bless youé 
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Sunday Night Fun Has Begun  
Lori Gallo  

Sunday nights have jgotten to be a lot more fun ï especially if youôre a teen at St. Francis!  New this year, the 

8th grade PSR class has been moved to Sunday evenings, starting at the 6:00 LifeTeen Mass, and continuing 

with PSR class.  Youth Minister Meg Zetzer has assembled a talented team of Catechists including Barb 

Brodnick, Anne Hoenigman, and Michelle Wrentmore.  In addition, Molly Wrentmore, Sandi Fink and Phyllis 

Scarso are also assisting with the program.    

 

Helping out on the LifeTeen end of things is a remarkable 

core team of young adults, Alison Arko, Christina Reid and 

Mike Sokol.  They bring incredible energy and a unique 

perspective to the LifeNights.  Meg is also thrilled to 

announce a Teen Leadership Council made up of teens from 

Mayfield High School, Beaumont High School and Orange 

High School and range in age from sophomore to senior.  

They are Aubrey Fink, Colleen Niebauer, Connor Nemunaitis, 

Bobby Conkey 

and Patrick 

Mooney.  a 

g r o u p  o f 

dedicated teen 

leaders!  

 

Meg explained to me the main reason for separating the 8th 

grade class from the other PSR classes was to give the eighth 

grade students an opportunity to share in prayer time with the 

teens of LifeTeen, while also preparing for Confirmation and 

learning to become youth leaders in our parish.  The group is 

already having a great time making new friends, team building, 

and spending some time with Father Franz.  They are also 

enjoying the uplifting music that only the LifeTeen band can offer.  All 8th grade students and their families are 

encouraged to attend this very special Mass.   If you find yourself singing along and clapping, donôt worry ï 

youôre not alone!  This Mass encourages participation, and it is a refreshing change of pace from the usual 

Sunday Mass.   Parishioners of all ages are welcome to join us to experience the fun and excitement of 

LifeTeen. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000954427550&ref=pb
http://www.facebook.com/connor.nemunaitis?ref=ffl


 

Together As One 

 
Monday, August 29 was the first of four ñTogether As Oneò 

scheduled events for students in grades six through eight. It was a 

brilliant day, full of team building and fun activities, as well as 

sharing our school theme ñWe Are One Body!ò The day began 

with an outdoor Mass celebrated by Father Caddy. Then, the 

sixth, seventh, and eighth graders divided into teams. Activities 

preformed throughout the day practiced working together, 

cooperation, and tolerance towards everyone. All the students 

had a chance to get to know each other and do team building 

activities. They enjoyed eating lunch with their teams on the 

baseball field; and especially loved the popsicle treat provided by Mrs. Publicover. We were all blessed 

with beautiful weather, as we took the opportunity to celebrate Eucharist together and build team unity. 

This was a great way to begin the 2011-2012 school year! 
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Eighth Grade Leadership Initiation 
 

The eighth grade students every year are called 

upon to be leaders and positive role models at St. 

Francis of Assisi School. On August 24th, the eighth 

grade class of 2012 was initiated into that leadership 

role. The students gathered in the chapel led by 

Miss DôAlessandro and Miss Kilroy. During that 

time, the eighth grade students had a chance to 

reflect on how they were going to make the 2011ï 

2012 school year special. Each student was called, 

by name, to come forth and accept the responsibility 

of being a devoted leader. As leaders, the students 

promised to care effortlessly for others and always 

make wise decisions. They learned it is acceptable 

to step outside the boundaries and try something 

new in order to be of assistance to others. The 

students will lead by their words and actions and are 

confident they will be able to share their faith and 

love with others, and continue to be Catholic role 

models through their faith with giving and kindness. 

These leaders are called to set the example and live 

their lives in faith with God. May God bless these 

young adults as they go about influencing the lives 

of others as well as strengthening their own faith 

life. 

Our School Happenings  
Jordan ElHindi and Michael Hradesky  


