St. Francis of Assisi

Canticle

September/October 2010
TI ME ATALENTA TREAS!

A View from the Caddyshack
Stewardship Rolls On!

This fall we enter into our fifth years of stewardship here at Saint Francis. This year we will
focus on the fourth pillar of stewardshigervice. | think we can honestly say we have
made good progress in implementing the other three pillaspitality, prayer and forma-

tion.

Serviceimplies our readiness to minister to the varied needs of our parish family as well as
the needs of the wider community and Church. Just as the members of a family come
together to help one of their own, a stewardship parish family serves those who are hurting
or in need. The parish family also comes
gifts 1 all are needs of parishioners.

A ;; 4 Like a blood family, the parish family should be ready and eager collec-

: W ' tively to wrap their arms around their brothers and sisters when they
suffer setbacks or celebrate speci
_ suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the
me mber s s haf( @or. L2t 26) Every .parishioner should
recognize that his/her service is appreciated and utilized for the good of

the Church.

The members of a stewardship parish should realize that they also have a need to reach ou
beyond their own members. They also have a need to serve and to give in the diocese anc
the community. Failure to have this understanding leads to a

selfish parochialism which is lifdraining to a parish steward-
ship way of life. The pillar of service is an opportunity for theM
parish to put into concrete practice the other three pillar

True stewardship parishes practice all four of these pille
with Jesus Christ as a model and the foundation from w
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Turn Off Cel | Phones, Li S

Reflections from Fr. Gary

Cell phones have changed our lives drastically. The ability to stay in touch with our work, family, and friends
a bl essing. Al ong with Athe blessingd comes At he

I was recently struck at weekend buihwas ribtahe luspal charch snes
It was the ringing and occasional blaring of cell phones. When cell phones ring at Mass, | generally just
pause in silence until the interruption is over.

When | was preaching one Sunday, | notice

Z sharing the deep theological insights of my homily with the recipient of their text message!

And so please enjoy these insights from Cardinal Hickey, former Archbishop of Washingto
(Hickey was Bishop of Cleveland before Bishop Pilla.) Some of his insights are a be
reflection on prayer and on our relationship with God!

The Cardinal says, ATurn Off Cel | Phones,

Sunday Mass is no place for cellular phonesen when programmed not to ring but instead make
"a sound much like that of an electric shaver," Cardinal James A. Hickey of Washington D.C| said
in a column.

Writing in The Catholic Standard, archdiocesan newspaper, the Archbishop urged Catholics to "pay
much more attention to the original form of wireless communication, namely, prayer."

"Turn off your cell phones while in church. Use tlvéehen we bring our busy lives to a screeching halt and
occasion to recharge the batteries in your cell phafiew the Lord to communicate with us."

and the spiritual batteries in yourself."
P y "We are given the opportunity to speak to the Lprd,

The Cardinal received a cell phone as a gift fromtoashare with him our worries, our anxieties, pur
generous benefactor. "I was delighted with thmajects, our hopes our dreams," he said. "Happily
new tool of communication, especially when stucktine Lord doesn't charge us by the minute. He
traffic on the way to confirmation." But as cellelcomes our calls and receives them gladly."
phone use grew ... now some prefer "talking on their

cell phones to anything else they might be dd‘ind?’”t Cat_holi_cs a!so should not _th!nk "that their
like driving or eating in a restaurant.” communication with God at Mass is like "a group of

people each talking to the Lord on separate |cell
"l was astonished to find that one restaurant actuglynes," Cardinal Hickey said.

requires its patrons to check their cell phones at the ‘ ,
door - much as a good restaurant in the Wild We&8 members of the church we are called to 'network

might have requested that its patrons check their %§h one another to join together as a community |of
shooters at the door.” faith, worship, and service in welcoming the Lprd

and responding to him in love," the Cardinal said.

The Cardinal has received "complaints from parishes i i
about cell phones in churches" and found theS¥r challenge is to advance from communicatjons

complaints valid. Although some calls might 58 communioni from the frenzied and often empty
genuine emergencies, "l fear some of the dalif conversations of daily life to loving union with the
not all of them i a,re utterly unnecessary angfiune God, with the saints and the angels, and |with

needlessly distracting to fellow parishioners." fel!gw members of Christs body, the church,”| he
said.

"Could such calls reflect misplaced priorities;

business first, personal matters second, and religibtf closed the column by saying that he would|not
distant third?" ask you to check your cell phone at the chuirch

door." But, he said, "you might want to leave them
Cardinal Hickey said Sunday Mass should be "timehome."
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Coaching Our Kids:
A Rewarding Type of Stewardship

John Zbiegien

Wh e n I started coachi ng homesans at &t §rancislof Askisi dchodlt Theseasomwalloivg
stewardship, or something | was giving back to our patishmany opportunities to show our faith to our children.
or school; it was something | enjoyed doing. As | reflecfeelam prayer, attending Sunday Mass as a team, teaching
on the years | have coached | can see that this labor osfmtsmanship and fair play and respect for other coaches
has been part of my faith journey which has changed ang officials are all ways a coach can promote our Catholic
life and made me a better person. | am sure many offaith to the teams we coach. The coaches at St. Francis are
fell ow coaches donot | o o kcommmittedwtdn raakkingtotr éaigh an activa gart of the tweaans d
but in almost every aspect of being a coach, we are beiagoach. This pillar makes us a stronger parish because we
good stewards of the gifts that have been given to upass the faith of our God to our children, and they in turn
God. make it very visible to everyone with whom they come into
|t contact throu%hﬂuttheir lives. .
you | ook at a coa 0sS responsi -
bilities during a season, ndhe gift of treasure is given back by every coach that works
matter what sport is beingvith our children. They do everything to make sure the
played, they all are based on tlexperience the children have is a good one. Most coaches
pillars of stewardship. We all usdo make sacrifices and buy things needed for the season or
H our gifts of time, talent, faith,parties at the end of a season to celebrate. Although we are
treasure, family and prayer aupported very well by the parish, there is always some
various times during the seasoexpenditure during the season the coach will take upon
As coaches, we are using thtkemselves. It is not necessary, but that expense is a
gifts God gave us to improve Stealization that what we have in this world is given to us by
Francis of Assisi Parish evergod. The small sacrifice is just giving back to the parish
g time we take the field or are witirom what God has given us.

the children that have been _ _ _ _
entrusted to our care. The gift of family comes from the investment we make in

the children that we coach. These children may not be our
The first gift of time for a coach is the most valuable gift wRildren by birth, but
give to the kids and our dva@y obrehof tHe
today. A coach has to invest a significant amount of timeyé&omes part of o
prepare, run practice and coach games. This timeadgily when their
necessary to make sure the season runs smoothly. It takegréifits entrust them
away from our families, but we, as coaches, know 8¢ care during th
investment in our kids is important to them and to Q#ason. We all beco

parish. a larger family whe
Most of the coaches at St Francis gravitate to the spor{hllsn happens. | h_a

) e ) .~ always felt a family
which we are comfortable. This is a gift God has glventus atmosphere on
in our lives, and | am sure that it has produced many g oF teams? | 1

. . . e C
memories for us all. It is so important for us to use thcrg?{%ched over the years. This is one of the gifts that | have

glﬁs to help others in the p_arlsh grow in their taI(_ents Qiven back to the parish but | have received back from each
enjoy the experience of playing sports at St. Francis. If you .
I have coached 06one hun

have a talent in any sport, you can be a good steward o that® M

gift by being a coach. Even if it is not at St Francis, you galyou can see, if you are a coach or want to be a coach at
still be a steward of that gift in the community where yg# Francis or anywhere in the community where you live,
live! you have more than enough opportunity to be a good
steward of the gjfts that god hals g}ven you. Take_ the time
at oot We o a Y ien Vo ealze the
go reflect on"what you do as a coach. When you réalize thé

to coaching. | would tell you that these are gifts we nee 10 have been aiven are from God. vou will know that
make very visible to all the children we coach. We needto Y 9 . Y .
U need to return those gifts back to Him by helping the

. . . . . (0]
make sure we are reinforcing the faith that is taught in %# X .
g 9 C ﬁdren of St. Francis or your community.

Faith and prayer are pi
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Welcome Back To Our Very Own

Martha Stewart
Sandi Fink

St. Francis has been blessed with the return of our very own
Martha Stewart. A Ret ur n? 0 you maQur ask
new pastoral associate, Martha, has returned to St. Francis of
Assisi after more than 10 years, and is extremely excited to be
back! Fifteen years ago, she accepted a position as Religious
Education Director for then pastor Fr. FriedricBhe served
in this position for two years: through the last year of Fr.
Friedrichds time here atwds t he
an unexpected opportunity for her, one for which she was
extremely grateful. She has fond memories of the convent
(when the sisters were still here), and the old church and
school building. Family issues took her away from St.
Francis, but she has been warmly welcomed back. The mother
of three adul't daughters that
her | ifed has accepted t he p dterindwiresponsibildigswié induge h e
ministry to the sick & homebound, RCIA, Tuesday Club, Ministry of Praise, Bereavement, and Wellness,
among various othersShe is excited about how the parish has blossomed, come alive, and grown during
her absence, and looks forward to this opportunity to share her gifts with us. While chatting with her, | was
touched by her tranquil yet strong spirituality, as well as her warm and welcoming persdhaliyld be
the 10 years she spent with Hospice, her Ursuline education, her strong sense of family, her religiou:
foundation, or any combination of these that has created her positive and affirming persp8tive.
sincerely wishes to connect with the parishioners of St. Francis and will be a wonderful addition to our
vibrant parish community.
Welcome back Martha!!!

/ Stewardship Campaign 2010 \
2011

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday,
October 23 d 2010

The SFA Booster Club
will be hosting its

1st EVER COUGAR CLAMBAKE 3

In a few weeks you will be receiving a
Commitment Card to renew your vow to
share your Time, Talent and Treasure.
Please take the time to fill this out and
return it. Your commitment means a lot

to your Parish community!

Catered Clambake Dinner
Great Prizes
Cornhole Tournament

Please contact:
Rick Gisondo at 216 -870-6637
rgisondo@roadrunner.com
or Ken DiPippo at 216-509-2611
What is Fall without a Clambake

Reminder:
ALL ALUMNI
If you haveeverattended

St. Francis of Assisi School you are invited

to join your fellow classmates for the

First Annual Homecoming!

It will be held September 25 and 26.

Call 440- 4610066 for more information.




