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A View from the Caddyshack :  

 

 Gifts are Given to be Shared  

The success of the early Church, as Saint Paul points out in his letter to the Corinthians, 

was dependent on the individual members of the Body of Christ learning to contribute 

their spiritual gifts to the good of the whole community as well as their willingness to 

receive the giftedness of others in the church with humility and respect.  The gifts of the 

Holy Spirit are not ranked according to importance. Using the analogy of the human body, 

the eye is not more important than the foot, the ear is not more important than the heart.  

We need all of these parts for the body to function and survive. 

 

It is the same Spirit that gives these various gifts so that all the members 

of the church may find their role and are able to contribute to the 

building up of the Body of Christ. This requires that we feel 

comfortable in depending on one another.  Our parish festival is a 

wonderful example of parishioners joining together their vast array of 

talents, trusting that everyone will do their part   Each individualôs talent 

is a like a piece of colorful glass that when brought together with all the 

others form a beautiful mosaic. 

 

We should rejoice that the Spirit inspired the early Christians to form a faith community 

that calls forth and depends upon the gifts of all its members.  Society fosters individual 

competition and the drive to succeed at all costs.  The Body of Christ fosters the 

recognition of each others gifts and offers encouragement that they be shared so that the 

work of God and the people of God are strengthened. 

 

Some humor to survive by: Bobby and his grandmother 

were looking at vacation photographs of the Grand 

Canyon.  ñIt looks like an artist painted this scenery,ò 

Grandma said.  ñDo you know God painted it all for you, 

Bobby?ò ñYes,ò Bobby said ñand God did it with his left 

hand.ò  ñWhat makes you think God did it with his left 

hand?ò she asked.  ñWell,ò said Bobby, ñwe learned in 

religion class that Jesus sits on Godôs right hand.ò 

 

Fr . Jim Caddy 
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Father Franzõs Journey to St. Francis 
Fr. Franz Dool  

Now that I have had a chance to move into the parish, please allow me a chance to 

introduce myself.  My name is Fr. Franz Dool.  I was born and raised on the far west side 

of Cleveland in the city of Rocky River (St. Christopher Church).  With the exception of 

two years, I have lived there my whole life. 
 

I am a graduate of St. Ignatius High School (Class of 2000).  From there I attended 

Franciscan University of Steubenville (Class of 2004) and received a degree in Theology 

with a concentration in Religious Education for youth ministry and high school teaching.  

I also had concentrated studies in philosophy and history.  Upon graduation, I took a 

teaching position at St. Vincent St. Mary High School in Akron (2004-2006) for two 

years teaching religion to 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students, as well as spending time in 

the campus ministry office assisting with retreats and other school activities.  In the fall of 

2006, I entered St. Mary Seminary and just graduated with a Master of Divinity and a 

Master of Arts.  While in the seminary, I have worked in and with different parishes, 

hospitals, schools, youth programs, rehabilitation facilities, and much more. 
 

Since my assignment to St. Francis is for several years, I do not wish to go into too much 

detail right now.  However, I wanted to give you a very brief summary of how I came to 

discern my call to be a priest. 
 

The first time I thought about becoming a priest was when I was in the 5th grade.  By the time I was in high school, I 

struggled with my call to priesthood.  While some people knew me as the person who ñsupposedlyò wanted to become a 

priest, I struggled internally with this belief that God was calling me.  I really did not know how to respond to this.  I 

believed that God was calling me.  And yet, there was a large part of me that resented this belief.  Consequently, I 

struggled considerably on many levels early on in high school until I went on a retreat in my junior year.  The retreat 

would change the rest of my life, my image of myself, God, and who God was calling me to be and to become.  I 

discovered that God loved me (and all of us) regardless of what we have done or where we have been.  I realized that the 

person of Christ is not someone to be afraid of.  He takes nothing from us, absolutely nothing.  Instead, He gives us 

everything. 
 

This awareness of who God is began to reshape me and my desire to follow the Lord into priesthood.  And while this 

was a long journey that was in many ways ñrestartedò in high school, I would not be ready to enter the seminary until 

shortly after my teaching position began in the fall of 2006. 
 

As a high school teacher, I loved my students very much and enjoyed my work considerably.  They are years I will 

always remember with great joy.  However, after working only about three months, I (literally) woke up one cold 

December morning, sat up in bed, and promised God that I would finally make the journey into the seminary. 
 

The journey into and through the seminary is one that has taken me many places.  It was a journey that challenged and 

shaped me on so many different levels.  It is an experience that is very hard to describe for those who have never been in 

the seminary.  In some ways, it is very much like living at college.  Yet, in so many other ways, it is nothing like the 

college life at all.  And while there were some days that were very hard, there never was a single moment that I ever 

regretted the day I entered the seminary. 
 

I wish to leave you with my core belief that has taken me through my conversion from high school, all the way to my 

ordination to the priesthood this past May 21st.  First, Christ asks us all to be people of peace, to be holy, and to love as 

He loves.  This is not necessarily always easy to live.  But this is what is asked of us.  And second, there is never any 

reason to be afraid of the person of Christ.  So often today our dear young people have told me that Church, the worship 

of God, or religion itself is about rules and restriction.  Religion is only about what you cannot do.  But nothing could be 

further from the truth.  Christ takes nothing from you, absolutely nothing.  And He gives you everything!  My dear 

friends here at my new home of St. Francis of Assisi, I want you to know that you are always in my daily prayers.  I 

joyfully look forward to getting to know you.  Please be patient with me as I learn what it means to be a parish priest just 

out of the seminary and as I get to know you.  Most especially, I only wish for you to know this: God loves you all so 

very much.  And so do I.  Peace be upon you and your families. 
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Our Church Art and Environment  
Signs and Symbols of Heavenly Realities  

Sandi Fink  

ñWelcome to St. Francis!ò is what our gathering and worship space seem to profess to 

all who enter.  The liturgical environment is enhanced seasonally by the Art & 

Environment Committee.  This dedicated group of individuals, both men and women of 

all age groups, has been lead by Deacon and Mrs. Bill Elwood for over 9 years.  They 

were familiar with this ministry from the deaconôs previous assignment, and believed 

that it was a valuable addition to the St. Francis community. The faithful men and 

women of our parish A&E Committee help to bring out the essence of the liturgical 

season, enhance the prayer experience of the parish community, and make our 

gathering space sacramental.  According to Laughlin (et al) in the 2011 Sourcebook, ña 

sacrament is an earthly thing that allows our senses to perceive otherwise invisible 

spiritual realitiesò.   

 
It is certain that you have entered and noticed the 

purple swag or jars of clay filled with branches to 

represent Lent, the beautiful flowers of the Easter 

season, or the greens and pink and purple of the 

Advent wreath.  The colors change, as do the objects, 

each to help ñmake us more ready to meet God in 

love, joy, and beauty.ò (Laughlin, xiv).  Members 

who are committed to beautification of our worship 

space use many different materials to create the 

atmosphere to help parishioners experience each 

particular church season, from wreaths and 

ribbon, to water and candles, to flowers and 

fabric; objects are gathered and pinned, wrapped 

and stacked, and even hung from the ceiling of 

the sanctuary to allow 

everyone to experience 

the ñsigns and symbols 

o f  h e a v e n l y 

realitiesò (CSL, 123).    

 
We hope that if you feel 

called to assist in this 

ministry, you will 

contact the Parish Office 

and leave your name and 

phone number; new 

members are always 

needed and welcome, as 

ñmany hands make light 

workò!!!  
  

 

KEEP THIS DATE 

OPEN 

PARISH PICNIC  

September 4th  

Wiegandõs Lake Park 

Noon- 7 pm  
Before August 1st only $10   

(adults and children over 5)  

After August 1st - $15 
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From SFA to USNA  
Maureen Kilroy  

During the month of May, the 

eighth grade students took a 

memorable f ield t r ip to 

Washington DC.  They also 

experienced side trips to 

Gettysburg and Annapolis to visit 

the US Naval Academy.  While at 

the Naval Academy, they took a 

tour with some of the guides and 

then were able to meet with SFA 

graduate, Jordan Tropf. 

 

One of the eighth grade students, Mitchell Pannitto, made arrangements to 

meet up with his cousin Jordan, who just finished his plebian year.  Father 

Caddy was quite happy and proud to see Jordan since he knew him as a 

2006 SFA graduate.  I was equally pleased to see Jordan again since he was 

a former student of mine here at SFA. 

 

He welcomed all of us and then spoke to the students about his life and 

career goals.  He answered all of the questions we asked him.  It was wonderful to hear personal stories and 

experiences from a student at such a prestigious school.  What made it more special was that it was Jordan, 

someone we know and love! 

Eighth grade students with Jordan Tropf. 

Mitchell Pannitto and  

Jordan Tropf  

 

SFA WALK -A-THON 2011  

SEE YOU 

ALL  

 NEXT 

YEAR!!  

Thanks to everyone who 

made our First Annual 

WALK -A-THON  

a success! 
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St. Francis of Assisi School  

Celebrating Our Blessings ! 
Adrienne Publicover  

As we come to the end of another school year, we are happy to reflect on all the blessings God has given us this year. 

We try to keep you informed of all the great things happening in our school via the school website, as well as parish 

bulletin and newsletter. Now, we would like to share some news from our school over the past few months. 
 

First, we wish to congratulate 7th graders Alena Prcela and Kevin Deegan who advanced to the State championship 

for Power of the Pen in May. It was an honor to make it that 

far and we were thrilled to have them represent our school! 
 

On April 28th, students in grades 6, 7, and 8 gave an excellent 

performance for the Spring program called True Colors under 

the direction of our wonderful music teacher, Miss Angelotti. 

On May 4th we celebrated Math Night  and our Art Show in the 

school gym. Students from all grades worked on problem 

solving projects with their Prayer Partners throughout the year 

and those projects were displayed that night for friends and 

family. Students and families were given the opportunity to 

participate in some fun math activities as well. Studentsô 

artwork from Mrs. Hammettôs fabulous art class was also on 

display throughout the gym and hallways showing off all the 

creative projects they have completed this year. Our school 

band also played during the evening making it even more 

special! This was one of our best events ever and we hope our 

students and families enjoyed it! 
 

Also, on May 18th our school & PTO held its first annual 

WALK -A-THON . Not only did the rain stop just in time for 

our walk, but we also raised $25,000 in sponsor/ corporate 

donations!!! This money will be utilized to fund technology 

purchases for the school. Thank you to those of you who 

contributed to this event in any way. Raising such a large 

amount of money was wonderful, but the best part of the day 

was watching our older students walk with our younger 

students. It was also terrific to have so many parents and 

grandparents present to share the day with us. We are so proud 

of our students for making the day such a great success, and we 

look very forward to our WALK-A-THON next year!  
 

We are also thrilled to have 30 new iMac computers in our 

technology lab as well as a total of 42 iPads and 32 MacBook 

laptops for our students to utilize in the classroom. We are so happy to have been able to update some of our technology 

this year with the assistance of auxiliary funding.  
 

Our school band performed on May 16th for the students as well as families. We are always amazed by the talent we 

have in our band. Mr. Bell , our excellent band teacher, should be very proud! 
 

We said farewell to our 8th grade class in early June. They have been one of the true blessings of our school for many 

years. They are an all around great class with a positive spirit and have brought much enthusiasm, intelligence, faith and 

kindness to our students and staff. We wish them all the best that life can bring and know they will make us proud in the 

future. God bless you, 8th grade! 

 

Math Night and Art Show on May 4th 

Some of our walkers at the WALK-A-THON 


